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NMS Book Challenge 2016IN THE CLASSROOM 

6th Grade 
In English students are finishing up a 
short  story  unit  and  working  on  a 
variety  of  writing  assignments.   The 
focus  in  social  studies  is  Egypt  in 
some classes and the Hebrew unit in 
others.   In  math  students  have 
completed units of study on hands-on 
equations  and  are  studying  the 
distributive  property,  and  in  science 
they  c reated  pro jects  on  ce l l s 
including Wanted Posters and a Cell 
Analogy  Project.   Next,  they’ll  be 
studying fossil evidence of evolution. 

7th Grade 
Both  7 th  g rade  teams  wi l l  be 
celebrating the middle of the middle 
of the middle milestone with a team 
breakfast  this  week.    In  ELA 
students  are  wrapping  up  the  short 
story unit, and they are now masters 
in  close  reading,  note  taking,  and 
identifying  literary  elements.   They 
have  recently  moved  on  to  study 
biology  and  ecosystems  in  science, 
and  Latin  America  in  social  studies 
with a focus on the Mayan, Aztec and 
Incan civilizations.  In math, students 
are  learning  about  direct  variations 
and percents.

8th Grade 
Students in social studies are learning 
about  the  Hundred  Years  War  and 
perhaps  the  most  famous  document 
in  the world,  the Magna Carta.  The 
focus in science is chemical reactions 
and  attractions,  so  students  will  be  
creating  their  “looking  for  love” 
personal ads soon. In English students 
are finishing up the short stories unit 
with Socratic seminars and will begin 
the  poetry  unit  next  week.  Solving 
systems of inequalities and graphing is 
the  current  topic  in  math.   Khan 
projects and IXL are being used for 
long  and  short  term  assessments 
respectively.

NMS
Book
Challenge

2016

Ms.  Tersoff,  our  library,  media  and  information 
specialist, has organized a book challenge for all 
NMS  students.   The  premise  is  simple:  Read 
books and win prizes!  Students are challenged to 
read at least 5 books and record them in the book 

tracker.  Four of the books must be from a designated list that can be 
found on Ms. Tersoff ’s website.  All students who read and record at 
least 5  books will  win a small  prize.   Students who read and record 
more than 5 books will be entered in a raffle for larger prizes - the more 
you read, the more raffle tickets you get.  There will be a party at the 
end of the year to award prizes and discuss your favorite books.  Click 
HERE for full rules and details about the challenge.  Happy reading!

Important 
Health 

Reminders 
6th Grade Parents 
Students will need a Tetanus, Diphtheria 
and Pertussis  booster  prior  to entering  
7th grade. This is a MA law regulated by 
the  Department  of  Public  Health 
(DPH).  We  are  required  to  send  a 
compliance report in the early fall to the 
DPH. If you have not already done so, 
please  send  an  updated  immunization 
record to Mrs. Smith. 

7th Grade Parents 
If you received an email regarding your 
ch i ld ’s  mis s ing  immunizat ion 
information,  p lease  provide  that 
information to Mrs. Smith ASAP.

8th Grade Parents 
8th  grade  students  need  to  have  an 
updated  physical  exam for  entrance  to 
high school. This too is a MA law and a 
requirement  to  play  sports  in  high 
school. Please send a copy of your child’s 
updated physical to Mrs. Smith. 

ABOVE: 7th graders all dressed up for the 
plays in Boston
BELOW: 8th graders at the New Bedford 
Whaling Museum

http://www.norwellschools.org/Page/6171
http://www.norwellschools.org/Page/6171
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UPCOMING EVENTS:  January 29…NMS Geography Bee, Term 2 
Report Cards Posted; February 3…Early Release Day; February 5…PTO 
Meeting, 9:15 am; February 15-16…February Vacation; February 25…8th 
Grade Brain Drain Program; February 27…Music Marathon; March 3…Ed 
Gerety  Presentation,  ADA Amanda  Fowle  Parent  Presentation  7  pm; 
February  4…Term  3  Progress  Reports  Posted;  February  4-5…NMS 
Spotlighers presentation of The Lion King, Jr. 

Our  8 th  g rade  s tudents  wi l l 
participate in a  presentation from 
the  Caron  Student  Assistance 
Program  called  Brain  Drain  on 
February 25th.    Brain Drain is a 
h igh l y  interact ive  c la ssroom 
presentation  that provides current, 
research  based   information  on 
various  aspects  of  drug abuse  and 

addiction.  This  is  an  engaging,  age 
appropriate  presentation  and  we  thank 
the  PTO  for  sponsoring  this  for  our 
students.

Al l  students  wil l  participate  in  an 
assembly  on  March  3rd  featuring  Ed 
Gerety.  Mr.  Gerety  presented  to  our 
students  a  few  years  ago  and  we  are 
excited  to  welcome  him  back!  His 
assembly focuses on the power of respect 
and  responsibi l ity,  the  impact  and 
consequences  o f  our  cho ices  and 
decisions,  appreciation for the people in 
our lives, the courage to believe in oneself, 
the power we have to make a difference 
and the issues of bullying, peer pressure, 
and  substance  use.  Mr.  Gerety  is  a 
dynamic speaker and we thank the PTO 
for sponsoring this for our students. 

Lastly, we will be hosting Amanda Fowle, 
Assistant District Attorney, on March 3rd 
at 7pm at NMS for all  parents.  Amanda 
will discuss the issue of "cyber safety" and 
will  explain  the  concept  of  social  media 
and how social media sites send and store 
information.  An  introduction  about 
privacy  settings,  monitoring  information 
and  applications  that  students  may  hide 
from their  parents  will  be  provided.  We 
hope  to  see  many  parents  a t  th i s 
informative evening presentation. 
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“Aloha Summer” Music Marathon  
Please join us on Saturday, February 27th, 2016 from 
9:00AM-3:00PM  in  the  Norwell  Middle  School 
cafeteria for music, food, silent auctions and raffles. 
This  year’s  theme  “Aloha  Summer”  has  students 
across the district learning to play and sing a wide 
variety of music, including beach and surf classics, 
unforgettable movie soundtracks and short musical 
performances celebrating arts education and fun in 

the sun.  You are welcome at any time as this is a come and go 
event. Admission is free and open to the public.  All proceeds from 
the Music Marathon support arts education and programming in 
the  Norwell  Public  Schools,  including  teacher  grants,  student 
scholarships and awards, and participation in music festivals.  The 
Music  Marathon  is  sponsored  by  the  Norwell  Scholastic  Arts 
Society  (www.norwellarts.org)  and  many  Norwell  community 
businesses and organizations.

Dont’ miss out! 
Click HERE to 

order your NMS 
yearbook!

Geography 
Bee 

This  year’s  NMS  Geography  Bee 
will  be  held  on Friday,  January  29.  
Al l  students  competed  in  the 
preliminary  rounds  in  their  social 
studies  classes,  and  the  following 
finalists  wil l  be  competing  in 
Friday’s  Bee:  Zack  Adda-Berkane, 
Michael  Allen,  Nate  Billard,  Ava 
Celeste,  Dylan  Cuozzo,  Andrew 
Hor te ,  Br i an  Hynes ,  Nico 
Iannacone, Ashley Malone and Trey 
Rabuffo.   Good  luck  to  all  the 
finalists!

Save the Date 
March 4 & 5 
Tickets go on sale to the public 

February 22 for $10

“Souper Bowl” 
Can Drive 

The  Community  Service  Club 
is  holding  its  annual  Souper 
Bowl  soup  can  drive  for  the 
Norwell  Food  Pantry  from 
January 19-29.  Each homeroom 
will  collect  as  many  cans  of 
food  a s  poss ib le ,  and  the 
homeroom in  each  grade  with 
the  greatest  amount  of  cans 
wins the Golden Football.

For the holidays, 6th 
graders  (pictured 
r i ght )  co l l ec ted 
clothing to donate to 
Cradles  to  Crayons 
and   made  napkin 
rings  to  donate  to 
Linden Ponds.

http://www.norwellschools.org/nms
http://www.jostens.com/apps/store/productBrowse/1065609/Norwell-Middle-School/2016-Yearbook/2015100104164383076/CATALOG_SHOP/;jsessionid=3186624A4B0727F40E9EFB6D92EF6DAC
http://www.jostens.com/apps/store/productBrowse/1065609/Norwell-Middle-School/2016-Yearbook/2015100104164383076/CATALOG_SHOP/;jsessionid=3186624A4B0727F40E9EFB6D92EF6DAC
http://www.norwellschools.org/nms

